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JOHN SIMPSON CHISUM, 1877-84

By HARWOOD P. HINTON, JR.
(Continued)·
Chisum's last trail herd for the season was en route west
soon after the first week in November. Preparations for this
drive had been announced in the Independent on October 20,
at which time it was also mentioned that he had previously
routed two immense herds north to the railroad. In far off
Tucson, on November 9, the Weekly Miner further stated:
Chisum, the King of cattle men .in New Mexico, has just
started another large band of beeves from his ranch on the
Hondo, to Arizona. Let them come, they will be devoured by
the honest hardy miners who are delving with the hidden treasures of our mountain fastnesses.

Thus ended the Jinglebob's most hectic year on the Pecos, and
as chilling winds began sweeping the solitudes of the High
Plains, the monotony of winter range riding was commenced.
Early in December, Chisum completed his plans for a trip
east. All arrangements for receiving and accommodating his
younger brother, James, who was traveling from Denton
County, Texas, with three minor children, had been made.
Pitzer Chisum and a group of herders were to meet the party
at Horsehead Crossing on the Pecos, some two hundred miles
below Roswell, and escort it to the ranch. On the 18th of the
month, Chisum and the McSweens left Lincoln, heading
north by buggy for Trinidad, Colorado, where they planned
to entrain for Saint Louis.2 4
When the travelers reached Las Vegas on Christmas Day,
they were taken into temporary custody by the Sheriff of
San Miguel County. The Catron law office in Santa Fe had
telegraphed him to place the two men under forty-eight hour
detention, pending the issuance of warrants to prevent their
leaving the Territory. Several days later, McSween, protesting that he was leaving New Mexico on business involving
his client, John Chisum, and Robert D. Hunter, was returned
24. Tape Nos. 1, 8, 9, 11, mention trip from Denton County, Texas, to the Pecos.
For date of Chisum and McSween departure, see Angel Report, 1878, p. 24.
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to Lincoln under guarh. There, after being in~errogated by
Judge Bristol regardin~ non-payment of an insurance policy
he had collected for th~ heirs of Emil Fritz, the attorney was
released under bond.fHe was to re-appear in April to face
charges of embezzlement. Chisum, in the meantime, remained
in custody in Las Vegas on the pretext of resisting arrest. 25
Early in January he was served an injunction which
enumerated the particulars of eight unrequited court decrees.
Previous attempts to attach his property had proven fruitless, according to the petition, for the Sheriff .of Lincoln
County had reported that Chisum had no goods, chattels,
land or tenements in the County whereon to levy. The complainants, however, believed :
... the said John S. Chisum, had equitable interests in things
in motion or other property of the value of one hundred thousand dollars, and more ... possibly held by a 3rd party in secret
trust or under a colorable title ... ,26

The cattleman's financial condition at the time of his in~
carceration is not entirely clear. Seemingly he held title to
little or no personal property or real estate in New Mexico,
all assets being temporarily under assignment to Hunter,
Evans and Company. This firm, which contracted for about
half of his herd of nearly eighty thousand head in the late
fall of 1875, evidently had receiyed as bond, pending con-.
summation of delivery, complete title to Chisum's entire holdings in the Territory. This conclusion is drawn from an
investigation which culminated in a court decree, dated No- \
vember 14, 1885. It declared that Hunter, Evans and Company had, in 1879, returned to Pitzer Chisum certain property
previously held by his older brother. This, it went on to say,
had been done at John Chisum's request so as to" ... defraud,
hinder and delay ... "settlement to his creditors, who, from.
25. Angel Report, 1878, p. 24. Las Cruces Echo Del Rio Grande, January 19, 1878,
published a letter from McSween. John S. Chisum, "Statement," (cited hereafter.
Chisum Statement) in the files of Chaves County Historical Society. Only fragments of
this Statement, dated January 16, 1878, were available for perusal.
26. Alezander Grzelachowski et al v John S. Chisum, Case No. 724, filed in Las
Vegas (San Miguel County), New Mexico, on·June 3, 1878, but recently unearthed in
County Clerk's office, Albuquerque. This bundle of papers contained a Bill of Complaint,
Demurrer, and other sundry documents. of lesser importance. Also see Chisum
Statement.
·
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that time until his death, were unable to collect as he had no
apparent assets. 2 7
1 · Whether the Pecos rancher attempted fraud is a moot
I question; various facts indicate that he did not. Certainly,
the assumpsit suits, listed in the Bill of Complaint tendered
him in jail, did not force the Hunter sale, as it was several
months after that transaction that they began to plague him,
and then apparently to test his prosperity. Another item for
thought regards the firm's subsequent transfer to Pitzer, a
stipulation of the stock assignment in 1875. The younger
Chisum was to be permitted, as the deliveries progressed, to
select several thousand head of heifers as reimbursement for
nearly ten years' association with his brother in the cattle
business. As assumed, full title to this herd did not become
effective until the bulk of the consignment to Hunter, Evans
and Company was satisfied. This occurred in 1879.28 Such
were the claims and evidence, pro and con, regarding John
Chisum's insolvency in January of 1878.
On the 16th, he began composing a defense, probably intended for newspaper publication if his release could not be
effected. In it, he reviewed several of the judgments and
commented at length on the Rosenthal Case. This litigation,
Chisum explained, had been. based on a supposedly defunct
promissory note, one among many issued in 1867 by a packing establishment at Fort Smith, Arkansas, that had fraudulently used his name in its title. He had been cleared of the
legal entanglement and the concern's obligations by a Texas
court a few years later. In the mid 1870's, he added, some of
these notes were acquired by influential and aspiring interests in New Mexico, who proceeded to test their validity.
William Rosenthal, a Santa Fe merchant and erstwhile beef
contractor, had been granted $2370.68 in claims by a District
Court at Bernalillo in October of 1877. Chisum had ignored
the judgment. In sum, this was his side of the Rosenthal
suit. 29
27. Ayres, Adm'r v Pitzer Chisum et al. Certified Copy of Final Decree of Court
in Chancery at Hillsboro, New Mexico, November 14, 1885. Copy in Deed Book A,
pp. 457-65, Chaves County, New Mexico. This decree was finally satisfied on August 25,
1897, in Fifth Judicial Court, Socorro, New Mexico.
28. Cox, Historical and Biographical Record, p. 302. ·
· 29. Rosenthal v Chisum suit, adjudged in Second Judicial Court, Bernalillo County,
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Actually, the evidence in this suit, at face value, was convincing. Two instruments of equity were exhibited by Catron,
the plaintiff's lawyer-a promissory note signed by John C.
Wilber, a member of the packing firm; and the articles of
co-partnership for the same, on which appeared Chisum's
signature. Over the objection by counsel for defense, depositions supporting the authenticity of both documents were
read for the record. Catron, called as a witness, testified:
... that he had seen the said defendant, JohnS. Chisum, write,
and had also had correspondence with him, by which means ...
he believed the name of John S. Chisum, signed to the paper
filed in said case, marked 'agreement' was the genuine signature of ... Chisum. so

Neither the note, the articles of incorporation or the corroborating statements were made a part of the permanent
record, however. This, as later explained, was done at the
discretion of the court. 31 Such, in summary, was the principal
case predicated on the defunct packing notes.
Action on the requests embodied in the Bill of Complaint
was speedily realized. During the latter part of January,
Henry L. Waldo, the Territorial Chief Justice and a Judge
in the First Judicial District, which included San Miguel
County, examined and ordered the motions to be favored. A
writ of ne exeat regno to restrain the cattleman from leaving
New Mexico was instituted, a twenty-five thousand dollar
bond set, and the defendant subpoenaed to appear before Justice Waldo at Santa Fe on February 2. 32
Thomas F. Conway, Chisum's attorney, immediately filed
a demurrer which contained eight exceptions to the Bill. The
first objection stated the injunction disclosed no matter of
New Mexico, in October 1877, and is described in Bill of Complaint in Grzelachowski v
Chisum papers. Chisum, in the spring of 1868, issued a statement to the public, denouncing the fraudulent use of his name by Wilber, Chisum and Clark, a packing firni at
Fort Smith, Arkansas. See The Da/hz.s Herald, May 16, 1868. Further elaboration may
be found in the Chisum Statement.
30. Rosenthal v Chisum. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme
Court of the Territory of New Mexico, from January Term, 1851!, to January Term, 1879,
Inclusive. Reported by Charles H. Gildersleeve, (Chicago: Callaghan & Co., 1897), Vol
I., pp. 633-9.
31. Ibid.
32. Waldo's decision appears in writing on back of the Bill of Complaint, Grzela·
chowski v Chisum.
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equity for a court to act on, referring to the major question ·
as to the location of the cattleman's assets. Another suggested that the nature of the case precluded a court of equity
from compelling such discovery. Succeeding passages touched
on the legality of the writ and inquired whether the defendant was constrained to make any statement other than
through said instrument. 33 Pending review and decision, this
document, interposed to contest the validity of the Bill of
Complaint, temporarily stalemated all local legal machinery.
Relief was in the offing.
Sometime in the early part of March, Chisum executed
his bond and was released from custody. The necessary sur;.
eties had been obtained by his attorney and James Chisum,
who had arrived in Las Vegas some weeks previous from the
ranch. By the middle of the month, the two brothers were
heading south down the Pecos. 34 Undoubtedly they discussed
at length and with apprehension the incidents that had convulsed Lincoln County in their-absence.

Anarchy in Lincoln County
Throughout the spring and summer of 1878, ranching
for the Chisums became increasingly precarious. These conditions stemmed, in the main, from a vendetta launched in
Lincoln County by Alexander McSween following the murder
of-John H. "Tunstall by members of a Brady posse on February 18. The circumstances of his friend's untimely death had
prompted the attorney to immediately secure constable warrants from Justice of the Peace John B. Wilson and place
them in the hands of Richard M. Brewer, Tunstall's foreman,
for execution. By this act there was set in motion an armed
group whose personnel with the passing months came to include men with unbridled criminal inclinations. Many Jingle:..
bob employees joined the band, and on various occasions
33. Demurrer was included with legal documents of Grzelachowski v ChiBUm. It
was signed by Chisum on March 13, 1878. On Jurie 6, 1878, Judge Sam C. Parks, San
Miguel County, ordered 'the following: "The Writ of Ne E'xeat in said case is quashed
& the Bond of said Chism & securities to the Sheriff of San Miguel County is cancelled
& ordered to be delivered up." Chisum was free, for the time being, of legal
entanglements.
.
34. Chisum undoubtedly left Las Vegas soon after the Demurrer was filed and
he was allowed to post the required bond. WC to HPH, October 25, 1954, says his
father left for Las Vegas to aid John very soon after they arrived from Texas.
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Chisum's headquarters on South Spring River was host to
this roving constabulary.
One such visit occurred about two weeks before the Chi-,
sum brothers arrived at the ranch from Las Vegas. On the ·
afternoon of March 7, Brewer, at the head of a dozen men,
rode into the corral. With them as prisoners were WilliamS.
Morton and Frank Baker, two known members of the deathdealing Brady posse. They had been surprised and captured
the preceding day near the mouth of the Penasco River, some
forty odd miles to the south. Most of the group were well
acquainted at the headquarters, and all were quickly welcomed, fed, and provided sleeping accommodations for the
night inside the fort-like adobe. Baker and Morton were quartered in the only room that did not have an outside exposure,
the bedroom of James Chisum's nineteen year old-daughter,
Sallie. She afterward recalled: "A guard, armed to the teeth,
watched them all night to prevent any possibility of escape." 1
After the Brewer party had unsaddled their mounts and
hobbled them for the night, one of the members, an eighteen
year old youth named William H. Bonney, approached Will
Chisum, Sallie's younger brother, and inquired as to fishing·
possibilities in nearby South Spring River. The young Chisum was corraling the milch cows, but upon completing this
chore,· he procured hooks and lines and accompanied the
young posseman out to the earthen dam, one hundred yards
away. Bonney, noticeably bucktoothed, beardless, and wearing his hair long, which was the custom of many at the time
on the frontier, was soon to be known and feared .throughout
New Mexico. Tagged with the alias, Billy the Kid, by friends,
he reputedly· had arrived to the land of the Jinglebobs and
made the acquaintance of John Chisum sometime during the
previous fall. 2
It is generally believed that the cattleman employed him
for a short while, though statements by several of the young
1. New Mexican, May 4, 1878, reviews background for movement of the Brewer
posse. Independent, April 13, 1878, prints William S. Morton's Jetter, dated March 8
at South Spring River, in which he reviews capture and arrival at the ranch. WC to
HPH, October 25, 1954, and quote regarding Sallie Chisum from Coe, Frontier Fighter,
p. 94, further point up the episode.
2. Tape No. 9; WC to HPH, February 15, October 25, 1954.
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drifter's personal friends in Lincoln County qualify this assumption considerably. Recalling the Kid's statement concerning his arrival to the Pecos, John P. Meadows later said
that Bonney"... joined Mr. Chisum's outfit in some way,
but he was with Chisum [only] a while and then drifted off
up the Hondo...." 3 Probably the most simple yet apt observation regarding the Chisum-Bonney relationship was made
by Florencio Chavez. He said: "I know that he was often with
John Chisum, but was only riding around with him." 4 Upon
leaving the Pecos, Bonney had headed west into the Ruidoso
country, south of Lincoln. Meadows continues:
He told me about living with Dick Brewer and Frank and
George Coe. He stayed quite a while with them and then .went
over and went to work for Mr. Tunstall, who had cattle on the
Feliz,5

The Englishman's death turned the youth vindictive, for by
March 1878 he was already regarded a refractory element by
McSween partisans.
On Saturday morning, March 10, the Brewer posse left
the ranch, ostensibly bound for Lincoln. At Roswell, five miles
to the northwest, they stopped for Morton to mail a letter.
The contents of this correspondence, addressed to H. H. Marshall, a lawyer in Richmond, Virginia, was later made public.
In it, the cowboy outlined the circumstances of Tunstall's
demise, commented on his due from eighteen months' employ
by J. J. Dolan and Company, and apprehensively added:
... I have heard that we were not to be taken alive to ...
Lincoln. If anything should happen, I refer you toT; B. Catron,
U.S. Attorney, Santa Fe, N. M., and Col Rynerson, District
Attorney, La Mesilla, N. M. They both know all about the
affairs ... ,6

Two days after the posse's departure, Frank McNab, a Chisum foreman and a member of the Brewer group, returned to
the· ranch, bringing news that Morton and Baker had been
3.
4.
1932),
5.
6.

Statements by John P. Meadows in Roswell Record, February 26, 1931.
Florencio Chavez, "Fought With Billy the Kid," Frontier Times, IX (March
p, 243. Eugene Cunningham interviews Chavez.
Meadows, RosweU Record, February 26, 1931.
Independent, Apri!13, 1878.
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killed a few miles west of Roswell while attempting to
escape. 7
The McSween faction, however, rode the crest of dissension only momentarily, as indicated by a letter written by
Ash Upson on March 18. In it, he reflected on the general
unrest in Lincoln County, explaining:
Lincoln, the county seat, is under martial law. Governor Axtell has just left there, where he by demand furnished two
companies of nigger cavalry, issued his proclamation declaring justice of the Peace an improper person to fill the office
and declared his office vacant, nullifying all his acts since last
August....s

In fact, by this time, the situation at the county seat had become so critical that the McSweens were forced to flee. The
attorney sought asylum across the Pecos from Roswell in
the vicinity of the Bottomless Lakes, while his wife temporarily joined the Chisum household. Such was the state of
affairs when John and James Chisum reached South Spring
in the latter part of March. 9
_ On Friday, March 29, Sheriff Brady and a detail of colored
troopers led by Captain George W. Smith dismounted at the
ranch. The sheriff had ridden to the Roswell area to summon
grand and petit jurymen to appear on the first Monday in
April and, if possible, to make a few arrests. Strong partisan
feelings at Lincoln had precluded his raising a posse for the
trip, so he had applied for and secured a military escort.
Knowing McSween had been arraigned to appear in about
a week at court, Brady approached the attorney's wife with
the offer of security in transit to and temporary safe lodgings
at Fort Stanton for her husband if he would return east with
the soldiers. Captain Smith supported this suggestion and
Mrs. McSween finally promised to discuss the matter with
her husband as soon as possible. At the departure of the
7. Garrett, Authentic Life, p. 64; Roswell Record, October 7, 1937; WC to HPH,
March 22, October 25, 1954.
8. Reprinted in Roswell Record, October 7, 1937.
9. Montague R. Leverson to Rutherford B. Hayes, April 2, 1878, in File No.
44-4-8, Record Group 60, Department of Justice Records, National Archives. Leverson's
correspondence was transmitted to the United States Attorney General by a letter from
the Secretary of State on April 8, 1878.
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Sheriff's group later in the day, Chisum agreed, with the
lawyer's consent, to exert a maximum effort to overtake the
military somewhere east of Lincoln. 10
Early next morning the cattleman's party was heading
west in spite of the heavy rain that seriously slowed its progress. According to Montague R. Leverson, accompanying the
group:
... we were obliged to put up a Sunday 31st March at a ranch
about 10 miles below Lincoln, having made 25 miles that day.
We started the next morning and upon reaching Lincoln, were
told that the Sheriff and one of his aids ... had been killed.ll

Y

Brady and George Hindman, a deputy, had been shot down
earlier that morning by Bonney and several others, who had
been crouching and waiting behind a low adobe wall adjoining the McSween store. Lincoln was swarming with soldiers
when the travelers from Roswell entered town.
Throughout the day, while their property was being
searched by both civil and military authorities, the McSweens
lodged with the Ellises. Soon after arrival, Chisum contacted
Colonel Purrington, called to the scene from Fort Stanton,
and requested that the attorney be removed from Lincoln
at his earliest convenience. Later in the day the cattleman
returned to the McSweens, saying that after " ... a heap
of difficulty Col Purrington had at last consented to take McSween ... to the fort." 12 That afternoon a detail of troopers,
escorting prisoners and civilians, rode west from the county
seat. Chisum remained in Lincoln to attend the spring term
of District Court. 13
During the second week in April, interested citizenry
from the surrounding region began arriving at the county
seat, which at that time was in the Third Judicial District.
Soldiers were posted throughout town when Judge Warren ·
G. Bristol and party were escorted in and quartered at a local
hotel. A day or two before the proceedings began, a cavalry
det:~l ::~ught McSween and others in temporary custody at
11.
12.
13.

Ibid.
Ibid.; Independent, April 13, 1878.
Leverson to Hayes, April 2, 1878.
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Fort Stanton into town. On Saturday, April 13, the Grand
Jury was empanelled. 14
At the opening of court, Judge Bristol briefly summarized
for the jurors the available evidence regarding recent factional hostilities in the county. There was an unequivocal
overtone of bias when he explained:
In regard to the McSween case I am able to speak with some
definiteness, because he has been before me on a charge of embezzlement, when a large amount of testimony was taken. In
regard to the other side, very serious charges are and for a
long time have been floating through the community, but no
evidence has been presented to me as to their truth or falsity.
I can speak of them only as rumors .. ,15

The Judge then went further afield in adding that McSween's
adherents had manufactured public opinion detrimental to
the court, the motive evidently being to induce men to aid him
resist its legal machinery. Returning to specifics, he proceeded to examine the charges of embezzlement filed against
the attorney by Charles Fritz and Emily Scholand, heirs of
Emil Fritz. They had employed McSween to collect an insurance policy belonging to the deceased. He had cashed it, but
made no move toward settleme'nt, claiming the heirs were
under intimidation by the Murphy interests. They then sued
out a writ of attachment on property jointly held by McSween and Tunstall. Still the account ·remained unsettled.
Bristol then alluded to the "rumors" regarding Murphy
et al. He quickly dismissed the claim of Murphy influence by
saying the attorney knew that laws. existed to protect any
such misappropriation. And as far as Murphy and his adherents employing a gang of outlaws, ostensibly " ... for the
purpose of depredating upon and stealing their neighbors
stock ... ", there was no evidence. 16 On this note, the Judge
concluded his charge to the jury.
·
A certain gravity and interest were added to the proceedings by Chisum's presence in Lincoln. His attendance at court
had n()t been required, nor were his holdings directly en14.
15.
16.

Independent, April 13 and 20, 1878.
Ibid.
Ibid.
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dangered by McSween's arraignment. But he, as others, no
doubt wisely foresaw the serious implications of the attorney's conviction. So, as the days of testimony dragged on, his
influence waxed invisibly but strongly. Sometime during the
third week ofApril, McSween wrote Minnie T. Behrens, Tunstall's sister, concerning the cattleman's interest at court.
He pointed up their previous relationship with the young
Englishman as follows:
John S. Chisum, a man worth half a million dollars ... is an
old single man; John was single; we had no children; I tell
you that we were happy. I can say that I have never known
Mr. Chisum to think so much of a young stranger as he did of
John H. Tunstall ... ,17

On Wednesday, April 24, the Grand Jury returned its
verdict in the McSween case. Specifically, the foreman stated:
"We fully exonerate him of the charge, and regret that a
spirit of persecution has been shown in this matter." 18
An hour after the Court adjourned, an open meeting of
citizens was held in the jury room. Probate Judge Florencio
Gonzales presided while feelings and suggestions were publicly aired. After a heated discussion of existing local civil
and domestic conditions and their remedy in the light of the
recent court decision, Gonzales appointed a committee, consisting of John S. Chisum, Juan B.. Patron and Avery M.
Clenny, to draft a set of resolutions expressing the will' of
the gathering. Six resolves were subsequently worked out
and reported. The first brought into focus the crux of the
situation and established a basis from which the remaining
five expanded. It stated:
That it is the sense of this meeting that our present troubles
are only a continuance of old feuds, dating back five or six
years, that they now cease, as the cause has been removed.19

Although laudable and timely, these statements proferred
little to ameliorate the tension still gripping Lincoln County.
17. Alexander A. McSween to Minnie Tunstall Behrens, -April 1878. In files of
Chaves County Historical Society.
18. Independent, May 4, 1878.
19. Ibid.
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McSween's exoneration was actually of littl~ consequence,
for the disposition of the indictments returned against the
murderers of Tunstall and Brady hurriedly fanned the flickering coals of antagonism. Those implicated in the Englishman's death postponed their trials and were released under
bond, while warrants for the arrest of the murderers of
·Brady were placed in the hands of John N. Copeland, who
had been appointed Sheriff by the County Commissioners on
April 10. Thus the way was paved toward reopening of range
hostilities. 20
About the first of May a letter, dated April 28 and signed
by Marion Turner, was published in the Las Vegas Gazette.
Its author, a former Chisum employee, reviewed the recent
events at court and generalized on past and well worn salient
points of the range controversy. In appraising the situation,
he said:
My impression is that there was a power (pecuniary) on the
Rio Pecos, the prerequisites of which both parties sought to
procure.... My firm belief is that although the adherents of
these parties have been guilty of 'killing their enemies,' there
was.no murder in the matter, but a contest for 'the best of the
fight,' any good man would try to get.21

Further elaboration in a more poignant and incriminating
vein appeared in The Grant County Herald on June 8 in the
form of a statement to the public by a person who preferred
to remain anonymous. It described his settling on the Penasco
River during the summer of 1877 and added that pressure
from the Chisum interests had forced his departure. More
specifically, the nestor rancher wrote:
I knew that Chisum would be glad to see me killed and so I just
left my crops and sailed out. Lots of men are leaving the county
in the same way, because they say that McSween and . . .
Chisum are paying four dollars a day for a man and his rifle
and intend to drive everybody else out.

No substantiation for this charge is known, but it is representative of the rumors circulated by both factions to recruit
or intimidate.
'

20.
21.

New Mexican, May 4, 1878; Garrett, Authentic Life,
Quoted from the RosweU Record, October 7, 1937.

p,

70, Note A.
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Chisum had accomplished his purpose at Lincolp, that of
providing influence and support toward the acquittal of his
friend and business associate, Alexander McSween. Insufficient evidence had freed the attorney, but a paucity of proof
also had precluded definite action against those involved in
cattle stealing, a thorn to the Jinglebob since its initial operations in New Mexico. As the future seemingly promised little
relief, plans for a temporary abandonment of the ranch were
under serious consideration when Chisum returned from the
county seat soon after the termination of court. When he left
the headquarters again in May, arrangements for a definite
move were in the offing. 22 Meanwhile, clouds of violence were
gathering again.
Outspoken threats flung broadcast by certain McSween
adherents soon galvanized the county into action. MeN ab, in
initiating a rumor that a major campaign was forthcoming
to clean cattle rustlers out in the Seven Rivers region, set off
immediate reactions in that area. Small ranchers organized
for defense and dispatched men to augment Sheriff Copeland's forces, which were conducting a rather phlegmatic
campaign to accost Brady's assailants. One of the Seven
Rivers groups, led by George W. Peppin, ambushed MeN ab
and several others near the Fritz ranch below the county seat
on April 29. The former ChiSumite-was-slain-and-his-party--captured after a running fight. En route to Lincoln, Peppin's
party espied a lone horseman riding east and turned to investigate. The rider was James Chisum, who, after a twelve
mile chase, managed to outdistance his pursuers. At his relation of the incident later at the ranch, there undoubtedly
arose a feeling of apprehension for the personal safety of
the Chisum household. 23
In the weeks that followed, this concern became grave,
particularly when a plot to disfigure Pitzer Chisum was uncovered. Mrs. Poe recorded the story as she heard it in the fall
of 1881 from John Chisum. She quotes him as saying:
22. The exact date of Chisum's departure is unknown, but Fulton, in a letter to
HPH on May 17, 1954, stated: "The darkey Frank Chisum was my source of information as to the month, May ••.. "
23. Herald, May 11, 1878; Independent, May 11, 1878; 'WC to HPH, May 3, 1954.
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Some of the men who were against us planned to mutilate
Pitser. They were going to capture him at Captain J. C. Lea's
house, where he was visiting, and give his ears a jinglehob slit
and put a Chisum Long Rail brand on him. Captain Lea got
wind of it through an outsider. He sent his colored boy out to
the corral to get Pitser's horse, and take it secretly to the back
door. Luckily, it was a dark night, so he got away without much
trouble ....24

Attempts at bodily injury were not the only means utilized
to cause the Chisums anxiety.
Numerous incriminating articles soon appeared in various
territorial news organs to revitalize old accusations. The
Lincoln firm of Murphy and Dolan undertook a vigorous
writing campaign in the Mesilla News and Santa Fe New
Mexican to present their cause as one of defense against overwhelming odds. The Prescott Arizona Miner, on June 7, summarized such correspondence :
Lincoln County, New Mexico, seems to be undergoing a reign
of terror. A lawyer by the name of McSween is largely responsible, according to reports from Murphy & Dolan. They also
accuse J. S. Chisum, the cattle king, of being in with McSween
and other parties making to defraud Murphy & Dolan and
other good men, J. J. Dolan, in a letter to the New Mexican,
states Chisum wants to control the contracting business of.
New Mexico and Arizona ....

During the early part of June McSween was again forced
to leave Lincoln. Temporarily, he joined a group of his partisans, a majority of which were wanted men, at San Patricio,
a small Mexican settlement to the southeast on the Ruidoso.
Intensified efforts to break up this band were initiated
when Governor Axtell appointed Deputy Peppin to replace
Sheriff Copeland on May 28. The new sheriff lost no time in
delegating authority; he selected Buck Powell and William C.
Johnson as deputies in the Seven Rivers locale and placed
Marion Turner in charge of a posse at Roswell. 25
On June 20 the McSween forces evacuated San Patricio
and rode east, apparently bound for the Chisums. Opon learn24. Poe, Buckboard Days, p. 162; Brothers; A Pecos Pioneer, p. 54; Frederick R.
Bechdolt, When the West Waa Young. (New York: The Century Co., 1922), p. 22.
25. Roswell Record, October 7, 1937.
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ing of this, Turner began scouting their supposed route.
About noon on July 4, his forces entered Roswell where they
were informed that their quarry, numbering more than a
dozen men, were visiting at South Spring. Without delay the
posse turned south; at the head of South Spring River, about
a mile west of the Jinglebob corral, it was halted to reconnoiter. The adobe headquarters, purposely built with walls
four feet thick to withstand Indian attacks in earlier times,
had been prepared for defense. Will Chisum, who was up on
the flat roof with Bonney and others, recalls:
... there was not a shot fired all that day. The Seven Rivers
party, as it was called, stayed all day about one mile from the
ranch till dark, then they rode out in the flat and stayed all
night.26

George Coe, also present, adds that Turner's posse" . . . held
on until nightfall in an attempt to get up to the barns and
corrals. . . ." 27 No attack was made, however, and the following morning the would-be assailants were gone.
One morning, a day or so after the McSween group had
left, several members of the posse returned to the ranch.
James Chisum, the only one of the Chisum brothers present,
met them near the corral, explained that there were women
and children in the house, and cautioned against incendiarism. Some discussion among the riders ensued; finally, one
man blurted out, "Old man, we're right with you!" 28 Apparently in disagreement about a further course of action, they
rode away.
The Turner debacle further linked ·the Chisums to McSween's belligerent defiance of the law. The Mesilla News, on
July 14, explained:
John S. Chisum, it is reported, furnishes ... McSween's boys
with fresh horses to ride after they run a while from the
Sheriff.... Chisum's house is also opened to them to use as a
fort against the officers of the law....
26.
27.
28.

We to HPH, February 15, 1954; Garrett, Authentic Life, pp. 94-5.
eoe, Frontier Fighter, pp. 102-5.
we to HPH, February 15, 1954; Tape No. 10.
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Sheriff Peppin, in an official report filed later that summer,
also believed that the attorney's forces had been " .. fed,
clothed and ho-rses exchanged for fresh ones ..." by the
Chisums. 29
On July 16, McSween rode into Lincoln with over fifty
heavily armed men; in a matter of hours they had barricaded
themselves in various adobe buildings. By the next day, Peppin's posses had surrounded these stations and voiced a
demand to those for whom warrants were held to surrender.
This was refused and intermittent firing began. On the third
day, a cavalry troop arrived from Stanton, but made no move
to intervene as the civil authorities had the situation under
control. The attorney's residence was set afire that afternoon; by nightfall the entire building was ablaze. Bonney
and several others escaped, but McSween was killed as he
fled through the rear door. On July 20, news of the battle
reached the Chisums; 30 Definite moves to close out the headquarters were begun.
In spite of unsettled local conditions, the ranch had been
the scene of large-scale cattle activities throughout the
spring. Well armed trail outfits had consecutively and successfully left the Pecos, driving sizable herds to distant points.
One such group particularly elicited considerable comment.
This party, probably under temporary hire by Hunter, Evans
and Company to facilitate their presently jeopardized deliveries, was captained by Jesse Evans, general manager of
the vast Comanche Pool cattle co-op~rative located in Central
Kansas. Composed of fifty men, several wagons and a large
horse remuda, it left Dodge City on April 5, ostensibly bound
for New Mexico to " .... gather from the ranges about twenty
thousand cattle. . .." 31
29. Affidavit by George W. Peppin, Sheriff of Lincoln County, which was enclosed
in a letter to the United States Attorney General by the Commanding Officer at Fort
Stanton, New Mexico, on August 15, 1878. In File No. 44-4-8, Record Group 60, Department of Justice Records, National Archives.
30. Sallie Chisum "Journal." MSS in Chaves County Historical Society. She
mentions that Charles Bowdre, who was in the McSween battle, arrived to the ranch
on July 20 with the report.
31. For information regarding Jesse Evans, see Ralph H. Records, "At the End
of the Texas Trail; Range Riding and Ranching, 1878," West Texas Historical Asso-
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Its arrival to the Pecos country stirred the Mesilla News
on June 1 to impulsively speculate:
Chisum has hired 80 men to come down from Kansas to help
him do his fighting and dirty work and swears he will run
every small cattle owner or rancher off the Pecos river for a
distance of 200 miles.

While these herders gathered and put to trail successive consignments, Jinglebob cowboys rounded up cattle for delivery
to Robert K. Wiley and Tom Coggin, prominent Texas
ranchers, who held an unrequited promissory note from Chisum. Trailing of this herd, over eight thousand head, to its
designated range on the Pease River in the Texas Panhandle
was to begin upon termination of Evans' activities on the
Pecos, which proved to be by the late summer. 32
James Chisum and his three children were the only members of the family to accompany Rail brand stock to new and
safer pastures; Pitzer remained on the ranch with a skeleton
range outfit. Several thousand heifers, previously .set apart
to form the nucleus of a proposed select beef herd, composed
the bulk for removal. It was a moot question as to the probable date of their return to home pastures; it was hoped that
this could be effected at an early time. The initial point of
concerted movement for the Chisums_was:_evidently_BosqueGrande, as a fifteen day lay-over was begun there on July 31.
Two weeks later, the herd, under the direction of Charles
Nebow, an old-time Jinglebob trail boss, was moved north
up the east bank of the Pecos. The Chi sums and an ex-Negro
slave, called Frank, regularly helped in the drive. Sallie
ciation Year book, XIX (October 1943), p. 116. Records writes of the experiences of his
father, Laban S. Records. Movement of the Evans group is from Robert M. Wright,
Dodge City, the Cowboy Capital and the Great Southwest. (Wichita: Wichita Eagle
Press, 1913), pp. 262-3. Wright writes his recollections of early Dodge City, quotes from
the Dodge City Times, April 6, 1878, and comments on the personnel of the Evans outfit.
32. Information regarding the transfer to Coggin-Wiley, see: Cox, Historical and
Biographical Record, p. 330, 365·; Prose and Poetry, ·p. 315; William M. Pearce, "The
Establishment and Development of the Matador Ranch, 1882-90," West Texas Historical
Association Yearbook, XXVII (October 1951), pp. 7-8. For movement of herds, see
Charles A. Siringo, Riata and Spurs. (New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1927),
p. 55. Siringo mentions that he saw several Chisum herds pass through the Texas
Panhandle during the fall of 1878.
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drove one of the two wagons in which was packed the family
baggage. Some one hundred and fifty head of horses were
loose herded along nearby. After three days' travel, the stoc;k
was halted a few miles southeast of Fort Su)llner for a brief
rest. According to a journal which Sallie kept, the monotony
of the trek thus far had been alleviated by the infrequent
visits of William Bonney, who was now without livelihood
and regarded an outlaw. On September 11, the caravan, well
provisioned and somewhat refreshed, left the Pecos Valley,
heading northeast out onto the High Plains. 33
John Chisum probably joined the group at Fort Sumner,
, for Will states that his uncle" ... accompanied the outfit from
the Pecos Valley to the Canadian," and adds, "I guess I saw
him every day ... and everywhere in regard to the drive." 34
The cattle king's whereabouts and actions during the previous months are not presently known, but newspapers
reported him in Las Vegas about the middle of August. This
is supported by an entry in Sallie's journal to the effect that
her uncle had written i.n August that he had completed arrangements for her and her brothers to enter school that fall
at Anton Chico. a5
Near Red Lake, ten miles east of Sumner, the Chisums
turned north, skirting the eastern edge of Taiban mesa.
Travel was purposely slow. On September 17, after nearly a
week on the prairies, they reached Fort Bascom, which was
located five miles north of present-day Tucumcari. From
here, the herd was pushed into the southern drainage of the
Canadian and due east along its banks to Ute Creek, the last
camping site of note in New Mexico. On Saturday 28, they
crossed the line into Texas.
In the days that followed, temporary dugouts and corrals
were constructed in the breaks near the mouth of Trujillo
Creek, about thirty miles west of Tascosa. Early in November, Sallie, Walter and Will Chisum, accompanied by the
faithful Frank, returned west along the Canadian by wagon
88. Sallie Chisum "Journal."
84. WC to HPH, January 28, 1955
35. Melrilla News, August 10, 1878; Sallie Chisum "Journal."
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.to attend school. Their uncle had left several weeks previous
for Santa Fe. 36
On September 30, General Lew Wallace had replaced
Samuel B. Axtell as Governor of New Mexico. This appointment followed written and verbal reports by a Department
of Justice investigator, Frank W. Angel, to Carl Schurz,
Secretary of the Interior, that much of the existing political
and economic unrest in the Territory could be traced to its
administration. 37 Wallace, soon after assuming office, was
approached by Chisum and others representing interests in
the lower Pecos country regarding plans for quieting the unsettled conditions. In reviewing the Lincoln County controversy in later years, the General fastened much of the blame
on Chisum. The cattleman, he explained, had attempted to
monopolize the frontage of the Pecos by forcing out the small
grazers. In retaliation, Wallace recalled:
. . . they began stealing from him. To protect himself, the
Texan went down into his native state and recruited about
seventy men-murderers, thieves, and dangerous men of all
classes. . . . His enemies, seeing these warlike proceedings,
banded together in common defense, and the result was open
war.as

Early in October the new Governor composed a rather
lengthy report to President Hayes. In it, he surveyed the
difficulties he had encountered. The United States Marshal
had warrants which were unserved; courts were inoperative
due to partisan feelings of all the citizenry; and an obvious
bias on the part of the executors of the law was evident. In
closing, he solicited the President to declare a state of insurrection existent so that troops could be ordered into the field.
The Executive Order was forthcoming, and on November 14,
36. WC to HPH, February 15, March 22, May 3, 1954. Also see John L. McCarty,
Maverick Town, the Story of Old Tascosa. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1946), PP, 41-2.
37. For report on the Angel interview, see Carl Schurz to Rutherford B. Hayes,
August 81, 1878, in Hayes Memorial Library. For a summary of Wallace's activities
soon after assuming office, see Irving McKee, Ben-Hur WaUace: The Life of General
Lew Wallace. (Berkeley, University of California Press, 1947), p. 144.
38. Lew Wallace, An Autobiography. (New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1906), II, pp. 914-5.
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1878, the new Governor issued a general amnesty to all involved in the Lincoln hostilities since February 1.39
To the Chisums, now on a fqreign range, this proclamation offered little, in a real sense, to erase old animosities or
guarantee future security of person or interests. However, it
did indicate that vigorous }!loves were perhaps in the offing.

Restoration of Law and Order
Subsequent to a military purge of Lincoln' County in· the
spring of 1879, the Chisums returned to the Pecos. They
found old antagonisms dying slowly, although many former
partisans had returned to their farms and ranches. Particularly encouraging was the increase in immigration to the
Roswell vicinity, which for several years had experienced
little activity. True, a roving aftermath of former days persisted, but the mores of organized society were vigorously
at work, augmenting the confidence inspired by Governor
Walla~e's campaign earlier in the year.
John Chisum arrived to Mesilla, New Mexico, by stage
from the west during the last week of February 1879. He
probably had spent the previous month in Arizona. This is
inferred from a statement in the Globe Arizona Silver Belt
on January 24; it mentioned that the Chisum-Hunter interests had recently sued out awrit of attachment on a herd in
that locale. When interviewed in Mesilla, Chisum made no
comment on this affair, but did say that after a trip through
Colorado, Utah, Nevada and California he had disposed of
his Arizona holdings to return to New Mexico. Several days
later, he boarded the stage for Santa Fe, no doubt purposely
89. Ibid.; McKee, Ben-Hur WaUace, pp. 144-7; The Grant County Herald, October 12, 1878. Hayes issued a proclamation warning all groups organized for violence
to disband by October 14. Wallace issued a proclamation threatening Lincoln County
with martial law. Arizona Star (Tucson), on October 17, 1878, stated: "Gov. Lew
Wallace has called upon the Pres. for troops to assist him in preserving order in New
Mexico." The most intereSting summary of the Amnesty and its ramifications, civil
and military, was published in The Grant County Herald, on December 28, 1878. Specifically, the article was entitled, "An Open Letter by Lieut. Col. N. A. M. Dudley, 9th
Cavalry Commander, Fort Stanton, to His E'xcellency, Governor Lewis Wallace," and
was dated November 30, 1878.
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avoiding involvement in the military operations predicted
for Lincoln County. 1
Governor Wallace reached Fort Stanton during the first
week of March. Within a week, four detachments of cavalry
began scouting suspect ranches for stolen stock. Each commander carried a list of all the legitimate cattle brands registered in Lincoln and descriptions of some thirty-five individuals wanted for murder. Orders were to inspect known cow
camps and corrals and impound and return any and all
recognizably stolen animals to the county seat. 2
The Chisums stood to benefit from these operations,
which were actually being directed against old adversaries,
so they lost no time in making suggestions. On March 26,
Pitzer Chisum wrote the new commanding officer at Fort
Stanton, Captain Henry G. Carroll, from South Spring. He
reported peculiarly marked cattle in and around Bosque
Grande and added: "Parties giving these brands never had
a hoof of stock til recently." 3 In submitting this information,
the rancher was hoping that the military would extend its
reconnaissance north from Roswell into an area which was
being overlooked. Three weeks later, Governor Wallace received a letter from John Chisum. This correspondence,
pleading no attempt to meddle, carried a conscientiously outlined plan to curb future depredations in the Pecos Valley.
Chisum, drawing from an intimate acquaintance with the
nature and topography of southeastern New Mexico, wrote
the following from Fort Sumner:
1. Independent, March 1, 1879.
2. The incident that undoubtedly crystallized Wallace's intentions to come to
Lincoln County was the murder of Huston J. Chapman, Mrs. McSween's lawyer, in
front of the Court House at Lincoln on February 19, 1879. The ·Governor left Santa Fe
with General Edward Hatch, Commanding General of the Territory, on March 2,
en route south to Fort Stanton, a five days' journey. From The Grant County Herald,
March 8, 1879. For particulars of the campaign: McKee, Ben-Hur Wallace, pp. 147-50;
MesiUa News, May 17, 1879. Troops were ordered into the field on March 11.
3. P. M. Chisum to Capt. H. Carroll, March 26, 1879, in the Wallace Collection. L
General N. A. M. Dudley was relieved of command at Fort Stanton by Governor Wal- ~·
lace on March 12, 1879, .to stand a courts-martial. According to Mrs. McSween, the
officer's non-intervention on July 19, 1878, in the fighting at Lincoln had, in a large
measure, brought on her husband's death. Captain Henry G. Carroll, in charge of a
detail at Roswell since the fall of 1878, was called to direct Wallace's forces and assume
temporary command at Stanton. In December 1879, Dudley was exonerated of all
charges. This information from The Gra11t County Herald, March 22, December 13, 1879,
and Roswell Record, April 29, 1892.
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If ten good men were stationed at a large spring twelve miles

east of this place, it would prevent robbers from coming in off
the plains onto the Pecos .... If twenty men were stationed at
Pope's Crossing on the Pecos, it would prevent them from coming up the Pecos; having these two points guarded you have
possession of the main keys to the settlement of the Pecos.4

It is unknown whether either letter was seriously considered;
for the Governor's attention during the first week in April
was turned to obtaining convictions in district court, which
had commenced at Lincoln.
Of the two hundred or more indictments prepared by the
grand jury, few received satisfying legal action. Bonney,
whom Wallace had persuaded to testify, was the star witness
against many former Murphy partisans on trial. But a
majority of the arraigned pled pardon under the amnesty
and :were released; others took a change of venue for retrial
to neighboring districts. After the session ended and the Governor left for Santa Fe, local newspapers reviewed his efforts.
The Mesilla News, for example, on May 17, criticized hisuse
of the military for arrests and blamed Chisum for such instigation. The Independent, in reply, sympathized: "Unfortunate John Chisum! How much unrest and agony of mind you
have caused the News scribes. Although far from the source
of the strife, you are still remembered in their dealings." 5
Toward the end of the summer, the Chisums completed
preparations to move their now drastically reduced herd back
to its home pastures. John Chisum, who had arrived to his
temporary nestor ranch several weeks before the close out
on the Canadian, accompanied the stock on its return. The
exact date of re-activating operations at South Spring is not
known; Sallie's journal, however, intimates the headquarters
had been re-occupied by the first week of November 1879.
Chisum cattle were evidently again grazing their old ranges
by this time also, for on the 11th she reports seeing her
brother Will, who had participated in the return drive. 6
4. John S. Chisum to Governor Lew Wallace, April 15, 1879, in the Wallace
Collection.
5. IndependM~t, May 24, 1879. The Grant County Herald, on May 10, 1879, carried
an excellent review of the court proceedings .
. 6. WC to HPH, October 25, 1954; Sallie Chisum "Journal."
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The herd now had new owners. Hunter, Evans and Company, temporarily holding title, had transferred it to Pitzer
in the Panhandle ; he, in turn, assigned an interest to James
several weeks later. Moreover, the animals bore a new Chisum brand in conjunction with the Jinglebob earmark The
Rail brand had been John Chisum's trademark in the Southwest for nearly twenty years, but the sale and assignment
to Hunter, Evans and Company had necessitated the origination of a new brand. A lazy U on the thigh, top turned back,
was tried for a while. Finally, though, a U burned high up
at the tip of the left shoulder was recorded in the brand books
of San Miguel County in 1879. 7
Soon after they began full scale ranching along the Pecos,
the Chisums experienced the worst scourge of rustling to
date. During the late fall their cattle and others were repeatedly struck by a band of former McSween partisans, led
by William Bonney. One Chisum range outfit, early in January 1880, located about eighty head of U cattle in Canyon
Cueva, more than a hundred miles north of the ranch. Both
brand and earmark had been crudely mutilated. The "earbobs" were cleanly eliminated and an OX superimposed over
the U. 8
Starting the_ animals south, the party was camped one
cold day near Fort Sumner when Bonney and two compan..,
ions rode up and requested permission to inspect the drove.
Consent obtained, the leader of the trio rode out and among
the cattle, and shortly returned apparently satisfied. He then
invited the chilled herders into town for liquor. James Chisum, head of the outfit, declined at first, stating his men were
tired; however, he finally relented, probably thinking a refusal might endanger the stock. That evening in a saloon they
were insulted and threatened by an inebriated cowboy named
Joe Grant. Bonney, after a warning, killed him. Although
'l'. Cox, Historical and Biographical Record, p. 302. Statement is: "On driving his
herds back to the Pecos River from the Canadian, Mr. P. Chisum disposed of an interest
to his brother, James." Brand change is from we to HPH, March 9, April 3, 1954,
and WC to Maurice G. Fulton, April 4, 1940. Date of brand registration from William
M. Raine and Will C. Barnes, Cattle. (Garden City: Doubleday ·Doran and Company,
Inc., 1980), p. 161.
8. Garrett, Authentic Life, pp. 118-20. Brand alterations described in WC to HPH,
March 22, 1954.
'

JOHN SIMPSON CHISU1'4

333

there were no repercussibns, the Chisum group hurriedly left
town and returned to their camp. 9
Fort Sumner was also the scene of an unexpected meeting
between Bonney and John Chisum. Only a thread of fact
persists, and the fabric has become a patchwork of legend. In
· short, Bonney approached the cattleman one day and demanded payment for services previously rendered in Lincoln
County. Chisum, according to his nephew, calmly replied,
"You know just as well as I do that I never hired you to do
anything for me." 10 The matter was not pressed further. In
a larger sense, this terse response reflected the general feelings of a region weary of erratic living conditions and too
busy with the future to consider unsubstantiated debts to
the past.
Lincoln County was slowly rising from its lethargy. Indian troubles, domestic upheavals and lack of transportation
had precluded population influx and growth. Even by 1880,
the 20,000 square mile county had but 2,513 inhabitants, and
more than a third of these were practically transients, attracted thither by a succession of gold strikes which began
in the Jicarilla Mountains, thirty miles northwest of Lincoln, ·
the previous August.U Grazing continued to be the most substantial indu.cement for immigration, but the pioneer cattlemen monopolized the strategic water holes. The days of the
open range, however, were quickly drawing to a close; the
sheep rancher, the farmer and the amenities of civilization
were appearing on the horizon.
Roswell, sixty miles due east of Lincoln, had particularly
shown little tendency toward growth; settlement had been
sporadic and largely restricted to areas. on or near North and
South Spring Rivers. During the desultory contest which
9. Ibid.; New Mexican, January 17, 1880, reported the Joe Grant killing. Other
information from Tape No. 2.
10. This episode probably occurred during the spring of 1880, for during that
summer and fall, Bonney's inroads on Chisum herds increased tremendously. For details: WC to HPH, April 5, 1954; Tape No. 10; and George B. Anderson (ed.), History
of New Mexico. (New York: Pacific States Publishing Co., 1907), I, 227. James Chisum
contributed the story.
11. Hubert H. Bancroft, History of Arizona and New Mexico, 1570-1888. (San
Francisco: The History Company, 1889), pp, 795-6; Keleher, Fabulous Frontier, pp, 31-3.
In 1880, Lincoln was the largest town in the County, with 638 inhabitants; Stanton,
with 118 inhabitants, was smallest.
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rocked the County in 1878, there was a great deal of anxiety
apparent in the locale, for known participants in the struggle
regularly visited the Chisum headquarters. But from all reports, the little straggling oasis near the confluence of the
Hondo and the Pecos was never the scene of violence. Many,
however, abandoned the hamlet when the Chisums pulled out.
The Las Vegas Gazette on August 17, 1878, explained:
Six wagon loads of emigrants from North and South Spring in
Lincoln County passed through town Tuesday going north.
A deputy sheriff rode up and demanded that they take up arms
and go with them and fight. This they refused to do and loaded
up and left....

Roswell came to life again following Wallace's campaign
though, and by the early summer of 1880 temporary structures of more than a dozen households could be seen in its
environs.
The preceding fan; eight families had settled within several miles north and east of the Chisums. Two large irrigation ditches had been dredged north from South Spring
River. One, called Pumpkin Row, was taken out about a mile
west of the Jinglebob corral; the other, the Texas Ditch, was
headed north some distance east of the square adobe. The
area east of the Chisum headquarters soon became known as
"The Farms," as it was settled principally by Mormons.
Neighbors with an agrarian bent were especially welcomed
by Chisum, and on various occasions he tendered aid and
advice as the need arose. For example, in one instance he
dispatched ox wagons to the Davis Mountains, more than a
hundred miles south of the Texas-New Mexico line, for cottonwood and willow saplings to line their acequias, as well
as his own. 12
, On June 2, the census enumerator visited the ranch;
eighteen persons, all male, were noted as residents. James
Chisum was listed as head of the household; his two sons,
herders; his two brothers, cattle dealers; and William Robert,
12. Brothers, A Pecos Pioneer, pp. 1-7; Lincoln County Leader, (White Oaks),
December 8, 1888; Anderson, History of New Mexico, II, 797. The El Paso Times,
August 16, 1953, carried an article covering interviews with many old-timers in the
Roswell region.
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whom Sallie had married on January 26, as a boarder. Among
the twelve employees, the most notable were Burrel Dickison and Benito Juarez, cooks; William Hutchison and John
Ewers, long-time Chisum cowboys;· Cornell Larimore, a
gardener who came to New Mexico with the James Chisums
in December 1877; and Paul Kroeger, blacksmith. 13 On considering that less than a dozen men were operating the
Jinglebob, one quickly surmises the extent of the herd
reduction.
The number of employees on the Chisum payroll, during
the early 1880's, varied according to the season, however.
During the roundups, spring and fall, more than two dozen
cowboys, including Mexican herders from nearby settlements, were called in to work the "circle." But upon terminating the marking and branding, dispatching of trail herds,
if any, and the scattering of line riders for the winter, a
majority of these men were laid off. Mexicans were also retained to clean irrigation ditches, care for the garden and
fields and perform menial household duties at the ranch headquarters. Then, of course, the meager yet responsible chores
such as loose herding the milch cows, running errands, etc.,
were the accepted obligations of Chisum's young nephews,
Walter and Will. 14
Perhaps fundamentally more a part of the ranch than the
owners themselves was Frank "Chisum." At the close of the
Civil War, Frank chose to remain with his former master,
John Chisum, and together with a. younger brother was
brought to New Mexico in the early 1870's. Most Negroes
with cattle outfits during those days were cooks, but Frank,
in every sense, was an all-around cowboy. His fidelity was
never questioned, and repeatedly he was placed in positions
of responsibility and trust, as exemplified in his being sent
13. Population Statistics of Lincoln County, Territory of New Mexico, in the
Tenth Census: 1880. This information received from the N~tional Archives on May 10,
1954. Sallie Chisum was married to William Robert at Anton Chico, New Mexico, on
January 26, 1880. Robert, born January 27, 1854, in Germany, arrived in New Mexico
in 1874, and while clerking in a mercantile establishment in Anton Chico during the
fall of 1878, met Sallie. See Anderson, History of New Mexico, II, 775-6.
14. Information on Chisum employees from WC to HPH, March 22, April 9,
May 3, 1954. The Las Vegas Gazette, on August 30, 1881, mentioned Walter and Will
boarding a train for school.
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with the James Chisum children from the Canadian to Anton
Chico in November 1878. Frank was a chronic stutterer,
which made him the butt of many jokes; yet good-naturedly
he laughed with the crowd. During the early 1880's, he accumulated a small herd, probably as recompense for wages
due, and at John Chisum's demise became an independent
and modestly successful rancher. In later years, he disposed
of his stock and retired to Roswell, where old timers still attest that his mind remained remarkably clear into senility.15
Not to be overlooked are Chisum's incidental interests
which did much to advertise the potentialities of the Pecos
Valley and induce immigration into that region. As early as
1877 he indicated interest in the agricultural possibilities of
the Hondo-Pecos area; during the summer of that year a
large acequia; capable of irrigating a thousand acres, was
constructed on the ranch. This ditch, taken out near the head
of South Spring River, ran parallel to the south bank of that
artesian stream and east past the square adobe into a sowed
field. The farming was supervised by Felix McKittrick who
on land of his own nearby conducted experiments with various varieties of wheat, buckwheat and rye. 16 Also stirring
the sod at this time in the vicinity were Mormons, who were
experiencing exceptional harvests. Regarding these developments, the Independent, on October 20, 1877, observed:
Two years ago there were not three cultivated farms within
thirty miles of the mouth of the Hondo. This season no less
than thirty farmers are gathering their crops within a five
mile radius ....

Chisum withheld no means to cultivate and produce the
most adaptable crops. Kelly "Blue Plows," with cast iron
points, were ordered and freighted overland from the factory
in East Texas to the ranch. 17 He imported and planted grains
15. Las Vegas Optic, August 27, 1885, summarizes Frank's association with the
Chisums. Other information from Tape No. 3, and WC to HPH, March 5, May S, 24,
1954. Fulton knew Frank, often talked with him about the Chisums, and declares the
Negro's memory, especially for dates and events, was remarkable. Interview with
Maurice G. Fulton, April 10, 1954
16. Independent, July 28, 1877.
17. T. C. Richardson, East Texas: Its History and Its Makers. (New York: Lewis
Historical Publishing Company, 1940), III, 1109. George A. Kelly operated a foundry
and plow factory at Kellyville, Texas, until 1880, when he moved to Longview.
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of varying types and potential in soil whose yield was remarkable when periodically refreshed with moisture. His ventures
with alfalfa brought that crop into recognized prominence
as a mainstay of the region. 18 Millet also proved suitable, as·
indicated in a letter the cattleman wrote the editor of the
Las Vegas Gazette on August 6, 1880:
You will find, in a box sent you, two heads of millet I raised on
my ranch. I have been trying the different kinds of grasses
and millet to find which suits our climate and soil best. I would
request you to ex~mine this, and if you know of any better millet, let me know what it is, so I can get the seed ....

Editorial comment in the same issue was that the heads were
" ... larger than ears of pop corn and unusually well filled."
Proving and promoting agriculture seems to have been the
extent of Chisum's endeavors in that vein, which is understandable in the light of the fact that his primary concern
was with livestock.
Continued
18.

Poe, Buckboard Days, p. 164. Chisum and alfalfa.

